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tion that is in my power to give to the Society (as in the
case of royal Scottish portraits, on which Lord Buehan was
pleased to consult me), I shall be very proud to obey your
and their commands, and shall always be with great regard
their and your most obedient humble servant.

P.S. I do not know whether I ever mentioned to you or
Lord Buchan, Sir, a curious and excellent head in oil of the
Lady Margaret Douglas at Mr. Carteret's, at Hawnes in
Bedfordshire, the seat of his grandfather, Lord Granville;
I know few better portraits. It is at once a countenance of
goodness and cunning, a mixture I think pleasing. It seems
to imply that the person's virtue was not founded on folly
or ignorance of the world; it implies perhaps more, that
the person would combat treachery and knavery, and knew
how. I could fancy the head in question was such a character
as Margaret Queen of Navarre, sister of Francis the First,
who was very free in her conversations and writings, yet
strictly virtuous; debonnaire, void of ambition; yet a
politician when her brother's situation required it. If your
Society should give into engraving historic portraits, this
head would deserve an early place. There is at Lord
Scarborough's, in Yorkshire, a double portrait (perhaps by
Holbein or Lucas de Heere) of Lady Margaret's mother*
Queen Margaret, and her second husband.

2150.   To SIB HOEACE MANK.

Strawberry Hill, Sunday night, Feb. 11,1781.
ON Friday evening I received the probate of Lady Orford's
will, and your two letters, in one of which you mention the
doubts of the Florentine lawyers on the validity of the dis-
position. As I was to come hither yesterday morning, I
icould not send for my Lord's lawyer, but have desired himto so
